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1. Prior %o nationalization, there extsted some 180, mostly small, enterprises

2,

menufecturing drugs in Czechoslovakiam. Most of these were closed down at the
time of nationalization. Those which <were allowed to continue to operate were
run by their former owners 6F HERogers under Btate inptructions. Breakdowns
in production oCon doveloped ap & rogult of diffioultios with raw materials.
The number of drugs produced woo cus from 6,000 %o 600, and loter %o 350.

Whoronn thore exigto o demootie preduetien booio e onlieileton, owlfenamida,
caleium 0olto, ond glueese, the manufoeturo of alkoleido, analgopied ond enti-
pyretie0, hormenes, ond vitemino ip bordly papt 1%0 bosinnings. Digitallo
proparations oxerobteined from domestie puzpurca and lenete opeeies, and gecas
1ing-alkaloids from artificially grown erget., Heme-grown popples serve as
the raw matoriel Por morphine ond its derivetives. Certain shortages are overe
come by deliveries from the USER (bar‘bi%ua:teg), er through barter deals with
othor Batellitcs. Proof of the cconomy exercised in the employment of effective
drugs 18 elear, for exemple, from the cemposition of the following preperetion,
4ptroduced in 1952 &s a special drug egeinst elimaseteric difficulties:

Oestron 250 IU

Aneurin - 0,005 g.

Phenobarbitel 0.02 g. ’ -

Theobromin 0.05 g. L

(The retail price for 30 pills was equivelent to $1.00) {

UNRRA donated & complete penicillin factory in which the production of i‘mportant
antibiotics started in 1946. Even so 1t took three years before there wag a
satisfactory supply of drugs. At present, amorphous and crystalline peni&},llin,
procain-penicillin, a mixed preparation with & rapid and protradted working
component, and a modification for sbsorption per os, are being made.’ It was‘pot
until 1953 that experimentel produdction of streptomycin began. Great efforts ™,
were made to produce chloramphenicol, avsilable through synthesis, and last ""x,.'
year a group of workers was granted a State Prize for having golved this problemg
although for the moment, as it appears, only on a lsboratory gscale. There is a
mutual exchange of experience with USSR research centers and & search for still
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further antibiotics is proceeding. Particular attention is being devoted to the
so-called phytoncides (tokin) (sic), that is to say, antibacteriological substances

occurring in plantg, .

In the course of research into the production of blood and plasma preservation,
incressed attention is being paid to fractions, There ds special interest in gemma-
globulin, which is held to be of great potential use, in combination with chloram=- '"
phenicol, in the treatment of poliomyelitis and pertussis.

Intensive work is proceeding on the newer tuberculostatica such as PAS, stregtomycin,
end dihydrostreptomycin. There was very great general interest in isoniacid*, as a
result of which the Ministry of Health, evidently finding this preparation difficult
to obtain, informed the public that there were still grave doubts about its effective-
ness end forbidding its applitation until full tests had been made. However, at that
moment Hungary, obviously Well shead with its production, was advertising an isoniacid
preparation in the Schweizer Medizinische Wochenschrift.

Herbe are sought to replace unobtailnable synthetic pharmaceutical Bubstances. The
Satellite states have followed the example of the USSR, which founded a special

center (WILAR) (sic) in 1931 for research on medicinal plents. The extent to which
synthetic medicinal substances have been replaced by phytochemicals appears from an
official collection of prescriptions, issued in 1953, in which 50% of the pharmaceutical
formulee require ingredients of vegeteble origin., It may be assumed that this revirth
of "natural therapy" is not voluntary, but a result of shortages in other types of
medicines.

k:omment: Probably isonicotinic acid.
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